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Monday 14th September 2026 
 
In Memory of Ms Walsh 
 
 
Dear Families, 
 
It is with great sadness that I share with families today the news that Ms Walsh passed away over the weekend. 
 
Ms Walsh was our much-loved Headteacher at Temple Meadow for 15 years. She was incredibly proud of her time here and 
devoted so much of her life to the school, its children, families and staff. Her commitment, compassion and leadership left a lasting 
legacy that continues to shape our community today. 
 
Following her retirement, Cathy was unfortunately diagnosed with a Stage 4 brain tumour. Throughout her illness, she 
demonstrated remarkable courage and dignity. 
 
I would like to share an extract from her final message to the Temple Meadow community when she retired in July 2024: 

 

mailto:tm.admin@meadow.sandwell.sch.uk


 

 
Cathy held Temple Meadow close to her heart and the school held a special place in hers. She spoke often of the joy she found in 
serving this community and of the privilege she felt in being part of the lives of so many children and families. 
 
Our thoughts and deepest condolences are with Cathy's family, friends and all those who had the privilege of knowing and working 
alongside her. 
 
On a personal note, it was Cathy who first saw my potential as a young 26-year-old teacher with little leadership experience. After 
working alongside her as Deputy Headteacher for 12 years, I was absolutely ready for my first headship, although I knew I had huge 
boots to fill. She was a fiercely independent woman with strong values and morals and I thank her for everything that Temple 
Meadow stands for today. 
 
Today, I have spoken directly with our Year 5 and Year 6 classes, as I know many of them will have their own memories of Cathy. All 
staff are on hand to support any children or families who may wish to talk or require additional support, as we understand how 
emotional and triggering these discussions can be for some members of our community. 
Once again, I want to say what an incredibly special lady she was. Her legacy will live on through the countless lives she touched and 
she will be dearly missed by us all. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mrs Van Straaten 
Headteacher 


